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The African Studies Association of Australasia and the Pacific (AFSAAP) was formed in 1978 at a meeting
convened at La Trobe University by Thomas Spear and David Dorward. The intention was to provide a
mechanism whereby Africanists could keep in touch with each other and with current Africanist activities in
Australia. The name was altered to the African Studies of Australasia and the Pacific in 1985. Membership of
the Association was never conceived as narrowly academic and from its inception membership has included
members of aid and NGO organisations, government departments, local African communities and others. The
Association values its links with the broader community. Since 1978 the Association has organised an annual
conference and published a newsletter that has grown into first the Review and Newsletter and now The
Australasian Review of African Studies.

Visit the Association’s new website: www.ssn.flinders.edu.au/global/afsaap




