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The AFSAAP Postgraduate Workshop

“Africa Beyond 2011” Wednesday 30 November  2011

held in conjunction with the

The 34th African Studies Association of Australasia and the Pacific Annual Conference “Africa 2011”, 1- 2 December 2011
Flinders University (City Campus), Adelaide, South Australia.
‘Africa Beyond 2011’ is the theme for the AFSAAP Postgraduate Workshop of the AFSAAP conference this year.   This Workshop explores the impact of events in the recent past on the Africa continent and the African people into the future.  The recent past stretches as far back as the colonial period.  How have these events impacted on Africa and the African people today and beyond?  

The post colonial period saw the independence of African countries from the colonial powers which set the scene for a new Africa and led to the rise of dictatorial forms of government characterized by coups and civil wars.  In the 1990s, the rise of the multiparty political system spearheaded the emergence of a new wave of leaders in Africa.  This same period saw the expansion of aid programs and the push for economic reforms.  Africans migrated from rural to urban centers in search for better living conditions and jobs, which led to exponential growth in cities.  The improved access to public education produced more educated and sophisticated youth, who ironically have fewer opportunities.  As a result there has been a movement of very educated youth from Africa to the West in search for better job opportunities and a higher standard of living.  Another reason for this population movement is civil strife, which has produced a humanitarian crisis in Africa.  The explosion of HIV/AIDS has received a lot of attention in the world.  However, other health problems such as the Malaria pandemic have received very little attention.   More recently climate change and environmental degradation have become a concern, and human rights activists have successfully placed issues of women’s rights into the limelight.  The end of apartheid in South African led to massive political reforms and the rise of the black middle class in that country.  The current events in North Africa are just the next installment in a very dynamic social, political and economic environment in Africa.  The missing link in the midst of all this is the role science and technology is playing in driving the continent forward and the progress made thus far.  Africa has achieved so much since the 1950s and yet this has neither been appropriately publicized nor well documented.

The question that the AFSAAP Postgraduate Workshop raises is “how do all the above events shape the future of Africa”?  You are invited to submit an abstract of 200 words by the deadline of July 15 2011 for either a paper presentation or a proposal for a panel forum. Paper presentations will be for 20 minutes, with question time to follow. 

Abstracts may address themselves to the following areas:

· Social, political, economic and governance

· The role of youth in Africa’s future

· African women’s human rights issues

· Current political crisis/instability/and territorial disputes in North Africa and/or other affected regions of the continent. 

· The influence of the West, China, and corporations in Africa 

· Africa and Australia relations

· Governance and regional cooperation in Africa

· Science and technological innovations

· Climate change, degradation, and Africa’s environmental agenda 

· The future of African food security

· Health and wellbeing issues for example HIV/AIDS, trauma, Malaria, etc

· Place of science and technology in Africa

· Innovative scientific work/discoveries
· African people on the move

· Displacement of populations 

· Refugees and humanitarian crisis

· Africans in the diaspora and the resettlement of Africans in the West

· Africans abroad 

Send your 200 words abstract to atem.atem@anu.edu.au by 15 July 2011. The AFSAAP Postgraduate Workshop of the AFSAAP Conference 2011 takes place on Wednesday November 30, 2011, at Flinders University City Campus, Victoria Square, Adelaide, South Australia. Registration Details available from www.afsaap.org.au.
