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Habari kwa Ufupi
NEws in Brief: The oCCASIONAL Newsletter of the
 African studies association of Australasia and the Pacific (AFSAAP)
Please send contributions to david.lucas@anu.edu.au

Art Exhibition
Then and Now. South African photography. 

Monash Gallery of Art, 860 Ferntree Gully Road , Wheelers Hill VIC 3150. 

www.mga.org.au
12 February -3 May 2009. Tuesday to Friday: 10-5pm, Saturday and Sunday 12-5pm.

Diplomatic Moves
Ann Harrap is the new Australian High Commisioner to South Africa, succeeding Philip Green who has returned to Canberra. This is her second posting to South Africa.
See  http://www.dfat.gov.au/homs/zapr.html


The Minister for Foreign Affairs, the Hon. Stephen Smith, visited Ethiopia at the end of January. This was the first time that an Australian Minister has attended a meeting of the African Union since its establishment in 2002. In his presentation to the Executive Council of the African Union, the Minister announced that within four years the number of scholarships and fellowships  for young Africans would increase ten-fold. See 

http://www.foreignminister.gov.au/speeches/2009/090129_african_union.html
The note below is from Cherry Gertzel based on an APA-Kampala item in the Sudan Tribune 29-9-2008:
“The Prime Minister, Mr Kevin Rudd, while attending the United Nations General Assembly in New York last September, met and held talks with Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni, when they discussed the strengthening of bilateral cooperation between Australia and Uganda."
 

Honours and Congratulations 

AFSAAP’s Vice President Apollo Nsubuga-Kyobe received an “Academic Contribution to Community “ award as a part of the Australia Day celebrations in the Goulburn Valley (in the City of Greater Shepparton).
Fiona Dixon-Thompson, a Uniting Church in Australia aid worker, was appointed a Member of the Order of Australia in the Australia Day Honours, for co-ordination of the orphans and vunerable children project in Mwandi, Zambia.
Congratulations to former Executive member Kathryn Sturman for gaining her PhD at Macquarie and for her role as Deputy Head, Governance of Africa's Resources Programme, South African Institute of International Affairs.

Kathy was a member of the AFSAAP Executive, and a couple of years ago she wrote on the Macquarie University Humanities webpage that a highlight of her postgraduate study had been participation at AFSAAP conferences. 
Books
Philosopher Peter Singer’s book, The Life You can Save: Acting Now to End World Poverty
(Text Publishing, 221pp. $34.95) is currently available only in Australia. See 

www.thelifeyoucansave.com
Libraries
AFSAAP Executive member Liz Dimock reports that the Borchardt Library  is not in a position to continue to acquiring extensive material on Africa when there are no longer specific courses on Africa at La Trobe University.
Perhaps this Newsletter should list libraries that still are acquiring African materials. 
African Agriculture
From “Act or perish, report warns African Countries’, by Duncan Mboyah. See

http://africasciencenews.org/asns/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=167&Itemid=1
A new World Development Report has a chilling message to countries that fall behind the pack in investing in science and technology: be prepared to continue losing the ground in adapting new knowledge and technologies developed elsewhere.
The 2008 World Bank report is bemoaning the stagnation of funding in the area of agricultural research and development and broader knowledge systems in sub Saharan African, saying the greatest urgency now is to reverse this trend.
Stop Press 
(Because at first the publication of this Newsletter will be irregular, advance notice of  forthcoming events is not guaranteed)
FAR TO HERE: PHOTOGRAPHIC EXHIBITION MELBOURNE
Sent by Sam Balaton-Chrimes

The Darfur Australia Network presents Far to Here, a joint photographic exhibition documenting the lives of Darfuri refugees now residing in Australia.  In part one of the exhibition, photojournalist Kabir Dhanji captures the inner strength of those who fled the conflict.  In part two, Darfuri youth tell their own story, recording their day-to-day experiences on donated cameras.  The result is a suite of images that spans the chasms between continents and generations - a visual journey from war to peace, old to young and far to here. 

Make sure see Far to Here before it heads to Parliament House for Refugee Week. 

Check out Far to Here on the web at www.fartohere.com
fortyfivedownstairs gallery [45 Flinders Lane, Melbourne CBD] February 11-21, tues-fri 11am - 5pm, sat 12pm - 4pm

Exhibition Opening Saturday February 14, 2pm-4pm, picnic in Treasury Gardens with organisers and Victoria's Darfur community from 4pm-6pm.  This is a free event.  Please RSVP for picnic to contact@darfuraustralia.org by Tuesday 10 February.

For more information, visit http://www.darfuraustralia.org/
CANBERRA
The exhibition will also be in Canberra from Monday 15 June to Sunday July 5 at Parliament House, coinciding with Refugee Week.
See www.fartohere.com
