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AFSAAP Executive Readership Survey does not surprise
Four members or 20% of the AFSAAP Executive have reported reading the first paragraph of the July Newsletter. Tanya Lyons is prepared to waive the guarantee of confidentiality and say that she is one of the four. 
AFSAAP Conference 

Good progress has been made with the review of Abstracts. 
HRC African Australians Project: AFSAAP Executive action needed ?
As mentioned in the last Newlsletter, the Human Rights Commission’s documents can be accessed at http://www.hreoc.gov.au/africanaus/index.html
These comprise a 51 page report entitled In Our own words, with the subtitle African Australians: A review of human rights and social inclusion issues. Supporting this are a literature review (72 pages), three academic background papers (not by Africanists, totalling around 150 pages) and ‘A compendium detailing the outcomes of the community and stakeholder consultations and interviews and public submissions’ (273 pages). 
Although over 100 oral and written submissions were received, at the time of writing these are not online. Surely AFSAAP should ask for these to be in the public domain?
Parliamentary Inquiry into Australia’s relationship with Africa
Unlike the HRC Project, these submissions are online and will remain so for at least to the end of the year if the inquiry is not resumed, but otherwise will remain for at least the length of the inquiry (June next year).

The Australian election 
Africa was scarcely mentioned during the election campaign  except that Tony Abbott referred to  ‘Labor's legacy to the Australian mining industry’ was that ‘Now it is safer to invest in Argentina, in Tanzania, in Zambia and Ghana than it is to invest in Australia’.See http://www.ibtimes.com/articles/43476/20100816/miners-support-abbott-s-418m-election-promise.htm
Sydney seminar

From Nesrin Varol [nesrin.varol@sydney.edu.au] 

A seminar on health in Africa and the Millennium Villages Project by Dr Richard Ayah, the Health Policy and Health Systems Coordinator for the Millennium Development Goals Centre in Nairobi, will be held on Thursday August 26 from 3-5pm in Marjorie Oldfield Lecture Theatre, University of Sydney
Correction: Ghana should have get to World Cup semi-finals, but didn’t
Matt Doherty has pointed out the error in the last Newsletter. Ghana’s Black Stars only reached the quarter-finals of the cup, not the semi-finals 

Ethiopia and the Ark
Bernard Leeman [mailto:sheba.edu@gmail.com] advises that his ten page publication with 30 pages of references to ‘The Ark of the Covenant: Evidence supporting the Ethiopian tradition’, is available online at free from www.scribd.com. It was originally written for the National Museum in Addis Ababa.
Supermodel and Sierre Leone diamonds
Interest in the trial in The Hague of former Liberian President Charles Taylor was revived when British supermodel witness Naomi Campbell admitted receiving a gift of ‘dirty-looking pebbles’, possibly from Taylor, in 1997. She gave the uncut suspected ‘blood diamonds’ to the then CEO of the Nelson Mandela Children’s Fund, Jeremy Ratcliffe, who waited 13 years, until August, 2010, before handing them to police.
Margaret Clifford (1921-2010)
Margaret Clifford’s obituary records that she ‘packed and followed her husband’ to 
Northern Rhodesia and Congo (Zaire). The late William Clifford was Commissioner for Social Services In Northern Rhodesia and in Australia became the first Director of the Australian Institute of Criminology in 1975. 
Which Congo?
If you don’t know, then Wikipedia attempts an answer. The Democratic Republic of the Congo was previously known as the Congo Free State and then the Belgian Congo. Upon Independence in 1960, it became the Republic of the Congo, but to distinguish it from the former French Colony (see below) it was also known as Congo-Leopoldville. From 1966-1997 the DRC was known as Zaire.
The former French colony of Middle Congo is now known as the Republic of the Congo, and also as Congo-Brazzaville or the Congo. Its inhabitants, as well as those of DRC, are known as Congolese
Older readers may remember the Danny Kaye song, with the immortal and surprising words,‘ So bongo, bongo, bongo, I don’t want to leave the congo’. 

http://www.angelfire.com/film/dannykaye/Bongo.htm
On Cuba and Africa 
Margaret O’Callaghan suggests some quite light reading:

‘Irish author Dervla Murphy has written numerous travel stories her books thoughtfully and learnedly delve into history and politics of the countries. Her most recent (2008) The Island That Dared on Cuba is a good example of this. Of particular interest to African Studies readers is a section on Cuba’s not widely known role in Africa  Her South from the Limpopo (1997) also provides an interesting insight into the pre 1994 South African election period while her The Ukimwi Road (1993) gives an illuminating insight into the beginnings of the impact of HIV and AIDS.’
Dr Elena Torreguitar is an Argentina -born academic now resident in Canberra whose research interests have focused on the transition of African liberation movements to political parties and on the Cuban intervention in Angola. It is understood that earlier in his career, her husband, now the Spanish ambassador in Canberra, was accredited to Namibia.
