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Habari kwa Ufupi
NEws in Brief (No 2, March 2009): The oCCASIONAL Newsletter of the
 African studies association of Australasia and the Pacific (AFSAAP)
Please send contributions (under 50 words please) to david.lucas@anu.edu.au

Thanks to Peter Wakholi for suggesting the title of this Newsletter which is Swahili for News in Brief.
The Government’s Africa Trifecta
As reported in the last Newsletter, the Hon. Stephen Smith visited Ethiopia at the end of January. He was preceded by Bob McMullan who had been to Ghana and other parts in late 2008.
When meeting with African Union representatives in Ethiopia on 19th February, the Minister for Defence, Mr Joel Fitzgibbon, said that the Australian Government felt that it should strengthen its “engagement with Africa and the African Union in the fields of piece and security.” Australia will co-host a peacekeeping symposium with the AU later in the year. 

G-G on Safari
Governor-General Quentin Bryce is visiting Mauritius, Namibia, Zambia, Botswana, Mozambique, Ethiopia, Kenya, Tanzania and the Seychelles between March 15th and April 3rd.
Africa Task Force
Until the end of March two staff members each from DFAT and AusAID will be considering ways of enhancing Australia’s engagement with Africa. On March 12th an ANU/AFSAAP group met with the DFAT Task Force members, Matthew Neuhaus (formerly High Commisioner to Nigeria) and Tim Wilkinson 
Sudan
Details of the Australian Defence Force’s operations in Sudan can be obtained by clicking on the Op Hedgerow and Op Azure boxes at 

http://www.defence.gov,au
 Honours and Congratulations 
Dr Graeme Counsel was recently awarded the medal of Palme Académique en Or, Guinea's highest civilian honour, and a Diplome d’Honneur for his work in reconstructing the Syliphone archive of audio recordings. Graeme was in Guinea for 4 months with funding from the British Library's Endangered Archives Programme. The Syliphone archive is currently housed at Guinea's Bibliotheque Nationale, and will shortly be available at the British Library. A full report will be published in the next edition of ARAS.
Congratulations to Namuunda Mutombo, now back at the University of Zambia, for obtaining his PhD at the ANU. His thesis, some results from which were presented at the 30th AFSAAP Conference in 2008, was entitled “A matter of life and death: an analysis of factors associated with HIV testing in Zambia” 

Ms Janice Lois Bode received the OAM in the Australia Day honours List for services to international relations as a volunteer in the health care sector in Uganda, Mozambique and Tanzania.
Books and Reports
The Crawford Fund’s report , A Food Secure World: how Australia can Help, 
which recommends increased aid to Africa, is online at www.crawfordfund.org
(Click on “Public Awareness” and then on “Publications”).

On the other hand, Dambisa Moyo, a Zambian economist, in Death Aid: Destroying the Biggest Global Myth of our Time (Penguin, $32.95), argues that Africa would be better off without foreign aid.
Bernth Lindfors, whose paper on Soyinka at the 30th conference can be read on the AFSAAP webpage, has written Early Soyinka (Trenton, New Jersey and  Asmara, Eritrea: Africa World Press 2008)
African Health
The January 2009 issue of the New Internationalist reported that the15% Now Campaign, organized by the Africa Public Health Alliance wants gives two reasons for the shortage of trained health professionals in Africa: the brain drain and the low percentage of government spending on health. See
www.allafrica.com/stories/200804300307.html 

Togolese Resettlement
An independent report, obtained by The Australian newspaper under Freedom of Information laws, indicated that moving 12 Togolese families to Ballarat was “poorly thought out”. 
Sean Parnell, “African refugee program ‘a failure‘ “. The Australian, February 2nd, 2009, page 6.
