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2012 AFSAAP Conference 
The 35th AFSAAP Conference will be held in Canberra on November 27th and 28th, preceded by the Postgraduate Workshop on Monday 26th. The Convenor is the AFSAAP Vice President, Alec Thornton ( a.thornton@unsw.edu.au ), who is currently on study leave at the University of the Witwatersrand. Other members of the planning group are Julie Kesby ( J.Kesby@adfa.edu.au ) and Margaret O’Callaghan ( margaret@ocallaghan.id.au ).
Because of building works, the conference is not likely to be held at Alec’s home institution, the Canberra campus of UNSW, with the ANU as a likely alternative.
GRM / AFSAAP Partnership 

GRM International and AFSAAP have entered into a partnership to provide professional and social networking opportunities for Australia Awards in Africa (AAA) recipients. AAA is an AusAID initiative. 

AFSAAP members will be advised about welcome events for AAA students to be held in February at the following University venues: Curtin, Flinders, Melbourne, Sydney, Queensland, and the ANU.
Australia-Africa Universities Network 
Following  the Network’s workshop on November 23rd  2011 (see Newsletter 28), a Steering Group was formed representing a set of universities active in Africa, with the initial task of drafting the regulations for the Network, including  its mission, structure and governance.
The Group’s members, who are mostly Deputy Vice-Chancellors, are Anna Ciccarelli (UQ), Sue Elliott, (Melbourne), Stephanie  Fahey ( Monash), Dean Forbes (Flinders), John Hearn (Sydney), Kevin  McConkey ( Newcastle),  and  Alistar Robertson (UWA).
There is also a Consultative Group, whose members have specific expertise in African engagement.  AFSAAP members are well represented in this Group. 
News of AFSAAP Members 
Susana Saffu has been appointed a member of the Australian Government’s

Children and Family Roundtable until 2013.

Page 13 of the Queensland Government’s Communities Connect, Edition 18 features AFSAAP member Thandiwe Ngoma, the co-founder of the I-project which creates ‘opportunities for African Australian students at QUT to improve their study and career prospects.’ See
http://www.communities.qld.gov.au/resources/about/issue-eighteen/community-connect-edition-18.pdf 
Sylvester O'Bongo has recommended that AFSAAP members have a look at the African Community of Practice on Managing for Development Results and even apply for membership which is free. http://www.cop-mfdr-africa.org/
Sam Makinda has been awarded the medal of the Elder of the 
Burning Spear by Kenyan President Mwai Kibaki.

http://media.murdoch.edu.au/murdoch-professor-honoured-by-kenyan-president>

Australia Day Honours 
The number of honours given for services to African community organisations in Australia was, as usual, zero. However two Australians were made Members of the Order of Australia (AM) for services to Africa:

Debbie (Debra) Brennocks has been Director of the Sandra Jones Centre in  Zimbabwe since 2000. The Centre is a refuge for girls-in-crisis and is located near Bulawayo. See

http://www.sandrajonescentre.org/?page_id=226 

Associate Professor Alan Watson of UNSW is an education academic who founded the Katoke Trust Overseas Aid in 1998 to empower the people of Katoke in Tanzania. His connection with the region goes back to 1968-1971 when he was a lecturer at the Katoke Teachers’ College. See 

http://www.katoke.com.au/ 

Postdoc awards at Ouagadougou University
In the Population and Health in Africa Program. Deadline 29 February.

See http://www.issp.bf/OPO 
APHRC Research positions

The African Population and Health Research centre in Nairobi is advertising for a Director of Research and several research positions in the fields of health, education, economics, policy analysis, and population studies.
http://www.aphrc.org/insidepage/page.php?app=jobs1&cid=48 
Books and a Satirical Article
Paul Garang and nine other members of Southern Sudan’s Awalian clan,

now living in Toowoomba, have produced a book, Walking to Freedom about their experiences. To order a copy see http://www.awcoda.com.au/walking.html 
Binyavanga Wainaina has published his memoir One day I will write about this place (Greywolf Press 2011).
Wainaina’s ‘How to write about Africa’ in Granta in 2005 has been described by poet and novelist Cate Kennedy as ‘a wickedly hilarious satirical piece’. See 
http://www.granta.com/Magazine/92/How-to-Write-about-Africa/Page-1 
Wainaina begins by advising writers to ‘treat Africa as if it were one country. It is hot and dusty with rolling grasslands and huge herds of animals and tall thin people who are starving.  Or it is hot and steamy with very short people who eat primates...  Make sure you show how Africans have music and rhythm deep in their souls and eat things no other humans eat.’  


Jane Fraser dumps Africa 
Jane Fraser is a veteran columnist with The Australia who grew up in South Africa. Surprisingly, in a piece intended to show that she has no ear for music, she begins with, 
 ‘I’ve come to the reluctant conclusion that the whole continent of Africa is corrupt, the oppressed have become the oppressor, and it has become dangerous and pointless to think of even visiting the place.’ 
To link this up with her main theme, her lack of musical appreciation, she confirms that Africans have rhythm deep in the souls by saying that, ‘the only thing I miss about Africa is the street music, because I grew up with it.’ 
Fraser, Jane, 2011.‘Plainly Jane’. Weekend Australian Review, 17 December: 4
For more on Africa by Jane Fraser and a photo, see:

http://www.theaustralian.com.au/news/opinion/columnists/jane-fraser


Australian economist moves Guinea eastwards
Economist Judith Sloan has written much about the Australian economy before becoming an instant expert on African economies, contending that ‘Guinea in central Africa is an interesting example. In the past it was regarded as a lawless country with an ineffective and corrupt government.’ Map lovers will know that Guinea is not only in West Africa, it so far west that it is totally within the Western Hemisphere. 

West Coast Pirates                                                                                          Crew members of a Norwegian-flagged merchant ship hijacked off the coast of Nigeria in January were rescued them although it was not clear which country's navy came to their rescue.  See http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2012/01/13/nigeria-pirate-attack-crew-safe-mv-spar-rigel-india_n_1204627.html 

Arab League in Syria
Writing in the International Express on 10 January, 2012, Frederick Forsyth complained about the appointment of Lt General Mohamed Al-Dhabi as head of the Arab League’s monitors in Syria. According to Forsyth, this ‘nasty piece of work’ was head of the secret police in Sudan and is wanted by the International Criminal Court for mass murder.’
Forsyth knows a bit about nasty pieces of work from his meetings with mercenaries during the war in Biafra. His first book, The Biafra Story, was published in 1969. His 1971 novel The Day of the Jackal incorporates many of the tricks he learned from conversations with the mercenaries. 
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