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	URGENT 11TH DECEMBER DEADLINE!!!


The Parliamentary Joint Standing Committee on Foreign Affairs is holding an Inquiry into Australia’s Relationship with the Countries of Africa The Committee invites interested persons and organisations to make submissions addressing the terms of reference by Friday, 11 December 2009. See http://www.aph.gov.au/house/committee/jfadt/africa%2009/index.htm
AFSAAP Executive
In case you were not present at the AGM, the new AFSAAP President is Dr Fernanda Claudio of the University of Queensland.
Congratulations to all those elected; for a full list of the Executive see http://www.afsaap.org.au/executive.html
The new Executive is planning its first meeting in Melbourne on Friday 13th November 
Radio Journalism
Radio journalists are regularly seeking inputs from African specialists, often in the form of live interviews. However, since news from Africa filters through during our night, they start early their search for potential contributors early in the morning, sometimes at breakfast time. If you wish to indicate your availability, please contact the Web Manager and/or Secretary to update your entry on the AFSAAP clickable map to include your home and work phone numbers.

Foreign Affairs upgrades Africa
Following a decision in the Budget to give more staff resources to Africa , DFAT’s Africa Section has expanded to become a Branch. 
Bob McMullan in Africa again
The Parliamentary Secretary for International Development Assistance, Bob McMullan, has began a visit to South Africa, Malawi, Uganda and Kenya where, inter alia, he will  meet with government representatives and with heads of humanitarian agencies including the World Food Programme and UNICEF.  He will also visit a refugee camp in Kenya where mainly Somalian refugees live, unable to return home due to ongoing conflict.

Food Security 
Australia and Uganda, on behalf of other African states, have put forward an important joint resolution addressing Global Food Security at the General Assembly of the Inter- Parliamentary Union (IPU) in Geneva. The resolution sets out a role for Parliamentarians across the world to work together with world leaders, Governments, UN organisations and non-governmental organisations to address the challenges of food security. See http://www.dfat.gov.au/media/releases/department/091023.html
Millennium Development Goals
 “Caritas Australia in partnership with the Australian Government’s aid agency, AusAID, are exhibiting a travelling display around Australia in 35 locations over 18 months. The exhibition commenced in February 2009 in Brisbane.

Blueprint for a Better World highlights the Millennium Development Goals and the promise of Governments throughout the world to eradicate extreme poverty and hunger by 2015. 

The multimedia exhibition has a particular focus on development programs in Papua New Guinea, Cambodia, and Africa; gives a practical face to the eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs); Close the Gap on Indigenous Australian health and the importance of achieving the goals in relation to health in our region.” For more information and dates avoid the AusAID website and see

http://www.caritas.org.au/blueprint/exhibition/index.html
Internally Displaced Persons

The MDGs (see above) do not cover this important group, so it is encouraging to note that a recent summit held in Uganda considered how the millions of internally displaced persons in Africa, who are not covered by  the 1969 OAU Refugee Convention, could be protected. See http://www.unhcr.org/4aa7b80c6.html
Rwanda
Professor Shirley Randell, AM, has been appointed Director of the Centre for Gender, Culture and Development Studies at the Kigali Institute of Education in Rwanda. For further details of her activities and of her Newsletter, see her webpage http://www.shirleyrandell.com.au/
The Alan Paton Centre and Struggle Archives in South Africa is celebrating its 20th anniversary, see http://paton.ukzn.ac.za
